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maore manoeuvreable and probably
the most advanced tool in surfing
today. The latest in rocker designs is
the continual rocker. Mike Hynson
and Reynolds Yater have been
working on this concept in their
respective shops for well over a year
now. This refinement in the gun
type surfboard has been the
greatest single factor in the improve-
ment of performance as yet. The
rocker plan reduces the wetted area
when turning and eliminates the
stiffness usually found on a nar-
rower and straighter plan shape. The
rocker also allows the rider to pick
up waves earlier than before because
the wave has a tendency to push the
board along. This makes the gun a
performer in large surf as well as a
small surf. Along the trail to the
development of the continual
rocker, the advantage to tail rocker
or tail lift was discovered. It works
pretty much the same as the con-
tinual rocker except the transition
from turning to planning or
trimming is not smooth or instan-
taneous as the continual curve. This
brings us to the straight back or no
rocker type of selup. This is indis-
putedly the fastest but also the
stiffest. If there were no emphasis on
perfarmance this would be the ideal
surfboard, This no rocker theory
makes for late take-offs and a
tracking characteristic that makes
performance in any type of surf diffi-
cult: This is the original “point it and
hope’’ surfboard. See FIG. *2. The
rocker is essential for looseness,
manoeuvreability and speed needed
for fluid surfing. The guns aren't the
straight line machines they used to

A factor many people overiook in
their designs is the rails. The rails are
as important as the plan shapes
when it comes to going fast. There is
never enough emphasis on properly

~ done rails. The latest development is

the long hard rail and the dead flat
bottom. This is the fastest rail in exis-

. “tence. The reason for this is that the

low rail makes it possible to bring the

planning area out to the full width of

“surfboard. This eliminates the
rail that sucks water and
through the water rather than
A good example_of this is a
between a sail boat and

tion. Once the rail is laid in on a turn
it will run in the direction thrown for
amazing distances. If the name of
he game is speed, then low raifs is @
prerequisite.

To vee or not to vee? that is the
question. The vee has been used and
abused by nearly everyone. The
ones who have abused it curse it
while those who have taken the time
to refine it and make it useful, swear
by it rather than at it. The vee allows
the tail of the surfboard to be mani-
pulated much more easily by the
rider. It lets the tail roll up on the
ralls with much less effort, therefore
the surfboard can be turned from
rail to rail much easier. The vee also
gives the board good and accurate
directional control in -steep wave
situations, This is the slight vee
behind the tin. It relieves the flow of
water off the tail and reduces the
pressures that make the board stiff
and make It track. If the vee is
properly done, it will enhance the
performance of any surlboard. In
the case of the spear-type board, the
vee is essential. There are other
types of vees, but their usefulness is
questionable and they are usually
the resull of an inexperienced
shaper. The vee is a good trip if it is
done properly. You won't find it on a
pop-out or a backyard job, It's way
over their heads,

Last, but not least, there is the gun
fin. As surely as there is a difference
in the plan shapes there is a dif-
ference in the fin shapes. The stan-
dard surfboard has a wider tail than
the spear. The width of the tail is the
determining factor in the selection
of fin size. Therefore, the spears
have much smaller fins. With a
smaller fin, the board will not be too
stitf on turns and there will be less
frontal drag to slow the board down
The difference in fin length can be
felt even at paddling speeds and will
slow down about 25% on a wave

in w it will
allow the rider to redirect his iner

from the drop back up into the |

pocket. The rider will feel :
sensation which will result
crazing of his track and a Ve
interesting position or a wipe-out.
surfboard that is designed

is one that has the most attention
paid to detail. The fin is the last detail |
to be worked on and is usually over- |

looked.

Surfing has reached a point of |

sophistication where a surfer is

only as good as his equipment. The

surfboard has been through a lot of
changes in the last five years. The
Iatest development has been the
twin fin; it has yet to be proven in
longer, larger waves and: probably
will never be useful in over ten-foot
surf. The guns, on the other hand.
have been an evolution of many
years. of refinements and improve-
ments. It's a theory that has been
proven in Hawaii and the Mainland
United States. If the speed board is
properly built, it can be ridden confi-
dently and competently in three- to
ten-foot surf, There is no excuse for
the guns to be the skeletons in most
surf shap closets. The "Avant Garde™
surfboard manufacturers have
seen the writing on the wall and have
made the refinements necessary to
make the Australian gun a very
workable surfboard. They are being
ridden here with great success. The
guns are like driving a 9115 Porsche.
The acceleration and speed will put
your surfing in another dimension
that you didn't even know existed.
Get ready for winter and tune in to
high performance. Happiness is a

warm gun,
MIKE DAVIS.
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